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and Quintard says - that cases have been observed by 
Moulard-Martin in a girl of sixteen years, and by 
Duchenne and Boulogne in a boy of sixteen years, and 
a case by Siredy in a girl of fifteen years. And Cham- 
pionniere, commenting on this subject, recalls the fact 
that, in 1874, Fioupe placed a case on record which was 
absolutely typical, as far as the aspect of the disease and 
causation were concerned, insomuch as it followed a 
fright caused by the explosion of a bomb. N J. C. 

ARREST OF HICCOUGH BY PRESSURE ON 
THE PHRENIC NERVE. 

Prof. Leloir, of Lille, reports the incident where he 
was consulted by a little girl, twelve years of age, 
suffering from an irascible and incoercible attack of 
hiccough, the spasms occurring every one-half minute, 
and interfering with sleep and the vital functions of the 
body, so' that it had become apparently a very serious 
matter to the life of the child. All sorts of remedies 
were tried, until it occurred to him to make compression 
of the phrenic nerve, on the left side between the sterno¬ 
clavicular attachments of the sterno-cleido mastoid muscle. 
The digital pressure, although painful, was kept up for 
upward of three minutes, and at the end of this time 
the hiccough had disappeared, and did not recur. Leloir 
avers that he has treated many cases of acute and per¬ 
sistent hiccough after this fashion, where the use of 
every other remedy tried has been followed by negative 
results, and he is quite sure that if the pressure is prop¬ 
erly made, and with sufficient force and duration, that 
success will follow. 

A CASE OF MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS OF THE 
BRAIN AND THE MEDULLA, WITH INTEN¬ 
TIONAL TREMOR. 

Dr. Krzywicki (Deutsch. med. Wochensch., p. 255, 
1892). This rather peculiar and interesting case was 
observed by Krzywicki in a young lad of seventeen 
years of age who had presented trouble with his speech 
for four years. His phonation was very difficult, and the 
sound which he was able to produce resembled very 
much a croaking and trembling. The appearance of the 
patient was rather peculiar, insomuch as the facial linea- 
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ments were effaced, and this gave a monotonous look or 
air to the expression. The patient had a great deal of 
trouble in keeping himself erect or in assuming the 
erect posture after he had sat down. The gait was spas¬ 
modic and paretic; there was wasting of the muscles; 
no nystagmus, and the pupils reacted normally; there 
was intentional tremor of the extremities. When the 
patient was asked to talk, a certain interval of time 
elapsed before he was able to respond, and during this 
time it could be seen that endeavors were made. While 
speaking, one was particularly struck by the change in 
the tone of the sound which was produced by the vary¬ 
ing degrees of contraction. The trembling voice passed 
from the shrillest notes to the lowest sounds. On laryngo- 
scopic examination it was observed that during the 
period when the patient was making endeavors to speak, 
the vocal cords were agitated by an extensive general 
vibration in jerks. 

Under the influence of the administration of Fowler’s 
solution and the application of galvanism there has 
seemed to be a considerable amelioration in the symp¬ 
toms. J. C. 

FIVE CASES OF PRIMARY MUSCULAR 
ATROPHY. 

Dr. Calderai describes a family in the “ Rivista gen¬ 
erate Italiana di clinica medica,” Nov. 21, 1891, in which 
five of the children were affected with muscular atrophy. 
The parents were in good health; the father in the last 
three years of his life had two epileptic attacks. Of nine 
children four are dead; one of these showed all the 
symptoms of muscular atrophy at the age of ten years. 
Of the five living children the baby only is unaffected; 
the remaining four have atrophy. The course of the 
disease has been the same in all—weakening and wasting 
of the lower extremities, atrophy of the thigh muscles, 
and apparent increase in size of the calf muscles, render¬ 
ing the gait slow and waddling, the knees deformed, 
deviation of the vertebral column, etc. There is diminu¬ 
tion of the electrical reactions, also of the tendon reflexes. 
Disturbances of the sensibility are wanting. The oldest 
is in a better condition than the others, and can take a 
short walk. In him the atrophy has reached the arms. 
One sister, twenty-one years of age, is not able to walk 
at all. She suffers from pseudo-hypertrophy along with 



